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That patt of tis Conterfation which gave me 
the moft Pain, was what pals. among thefé 
‘Country Gentlerpeit tak {Gor poe Qvifitus. On fuch 
Occafions ite pfually too ‘him to be the 
a or e€Ce opnpany 3 .and | thiuking himfelf obli- 
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“ Ino der to. wear oat the Vein of Pedantry which 
ran thro oh ren. # Converion, ] took him out with 
me one. ft oF. vi infinuated to him 
this Rule © whi ch oe 24 IF Jearned from a very 
gr a Es heat $9" ee the. Te bat talk with 
the Fack’s nfe foon made him 
reflea ge ‘had often’ ead imfelf, to the 
Lanahite of the ignorant by 3 ‘Sar 
pon. which. he told ine, that he w guid take Care 
forthe fas 2 ‘Keep. his Notions to hinifelf, and 
gaurette the common receiv’d Sentiments 
nd, .He,at the fame time'defir’d me to give 
himeny: ont nls of veelation ¥ which I thought 
thight. Pe or. his Improvement: I'told-him | would 
think of it ; and accordin dingly, as'I have a particular 
pail fot the’ young. Man, ve him next 
Morning the following Rules in Writing, “yal 
Hiss iy contributed ¢ to make hin the a- 
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“and prhich Mote pattiedlarly fets Mankind above 
the Brute Part of the Creation. 


ae nothing fo much gains upon the Affe- 
Gions.s his Baseenper og ce ay Od have 
Conftantly Occafiontor, ged to practife, 
crt Dey, we very rarely mitet. Wh any who cx: 

in it. , 

The Converfation of moft Men is difagreeable, 
notfo much for want of Wit and Learning as of 
Good breeding and Difcretion. 

If you refolve to pleafe, never fpeak to gratifie 
any particular Venity or Paffion, of your own, but 
always with a Defign either to divért or inform the. 
Company. A Man whoonly aims at one of thefe, 
is always eafie in his Difcourfe. He is never out 
of Humour at being interrupted, becaufe he confi- 


_ ders that thofe who hear him are the beft Judges 


whether what he was faying could cither divert or 


inform them. ‘ 
A modeft Perfon feldom fails to gain the Good- 


Will of thofe he converfes with, becaufe nobody 


envies a Man, who does not appear to be pleafed 


with himfelf. 


We ‘fhould talk extreamly little of our felves. 
Indeed what can we fay? It would be as imprudent 
to difcover our Faults, as ridiculous to count over 
our fancied Virtues; Our private and domeftick Af- 
fairs are no lefs improper to be introduced in Con- 


‘verfation, Whatdoesit concern the Company how 


many Horfes you keepin your Stables? Or whether 
your Servant is moft Knave or Foo! ? 
A Man may equally affront the Company he is 


‘in, by engroffing all the Talk, or obferving a con- 


temptuous Silence. 
Before you tell a Story it may be generally not 
ainifs to draw a thort Chara@ter, and give the Com- 


pany a true Idea of the principal Perfons concerned 
n it. 


it.- The Beauty of moft things confifting ‘not fo 


‘much in their being faid or done, as in their being 
{aid or done by fach a particular Perfon, ot on fach 


a particular Occafion. 

Notwithftanding all the Advanteges of Youth, 
few young-People pleafe in Converfation; the rea- 
fon is, that want of Experience makes them pofi- 
tive, and what they fay is rather with a defign to 
pleafe themfelves than any one elfe. 

it is certain that Age it felf thall make miany 
things pafs well enough, which would have been 
Javghed at in the Mouth of one much younger. 

Nothing, however, is more infupportable to Men 
of Senfe, than an empty formal Man who {peaks in 
Proverbs, and decides all Controverfies with a fhort 
Sentence. ‘This piece of Stupidity is the more in- 
fafferable, as it puts on the Air of Wifdom. 

A prudent Man will avoid talking much of any 
particular Science, for which he is“remarkably fa- 
mous, There is not methink¥an handfomer thing faid 
of Mr. Cowley in his whole Life, than that none but 
his intimate Friends ever difcovered he was a great 
Poet by his Difcourfe: Befides the deeéncy of this 
Rule, it is.certainly founded in good’ Policy, A 
Man who talks of any thing he is already famous 
for, has little to get, but a great deal to lofe. I 
might add, that he who is fometimes filent on a 


Subje& where every one is fatisfied he could {peak 
well, will often be thought no lefs knowing in o- 
, ther_Magters, ayhere perhaps he is wholly igporapt, 
Women agg frightenedat the Name: of Argu- 
_ -aRent, pifoongs-convinced.by at happy urn, 
?_ oh witty Exppeflion, than by Demogitration. 
Whenever you commend, add your Reéafons for 
doing fo; it is this which diftinguifhes the Apptoba- 
tion of a Man of Senfe from the flattery of Syco- 
phanots, and admiration of Fools. . i 
Raillery is no longer a ble than while the 
whole Company is pleafed with it. I would leaft 
‘of all be euiber dtd 40 except the Perfor rallied. 
Though Good-humour, Senfe and Difcretion 
can feldom fail to_make a Man agreeable, it may 
be no ill Policy fometithes to prepare your felf in 
a particular manner for Converfation, by lookin, 4 
little farther than your Neighbours into whatever is 
become a reigning Subje&. {f our Armies are be- 
fieging a Place of Importanceabroad, or our Houfe 
of Commons debating a Bill of Confequence at 
home, you can hardly fail of being heard with 
Pleafure, if you have nicely informed your felf of 
the Strength, Situation and Hiftory of -the. firft, or 
of (he Reafons for and againft the lattet.’ it will 
have the fame effet if ‘when any fingle Perfon be- 
gins to make a Noife in the World, you can learn 
fomeof the fmalleft Actidents in his Life or Con- 
verfation, which though they .are too’ fine for the 
Obfervation of ‘the Vulgar, give more Satisfa@ion 
to Men of Senfe, (as they ate. the beft openings te 
a real Charger) than the recital of his moft: 
AGions. I-know. but one. ill. Confequence ta 
feated from this Method, namely, that coming full 
charged into Compapy, you fhould refolve 6 un- 
load whether ati handfeme Opportunity offers it felf 
or no. ss eit 
Though the asking of Queftions may plead for 
itfelf the fpecions Names of Modefty, a defire 
of Information, it affords little pleafure to the reft 
of the Company who are not troubled with the fame 
Doubts; befides which, he who asks a Queftion 
would do well to confider that he lies wholly at the 
Mercy of another before he receives an An{wer. 
Nothing is more filly than the Pleafurefome Peo- 
le take in what they call peaking their Minds, A 
an of this Make'will fay a rade thing for the meer 
Pleafure of faying it, when an oppofite Behaviour, 
full as Innocent, might have preferved his Friend, 
or made his Fortune. ' 
It is not impoffible for a Man to form to himfelf 
as exquilite a Pleafare in complying with the Hu- 
mour and Sentiments of others, as of bringing o- 
thers over to his own; fince.’tis the certain fign 
of a Superior Genius that can take and become what- 
ever Drefs it pleafes. _ * ee 
1 thall only add, that befides' what I havehere 
faid, there is fomething which can never be learnt 
but in the Company of the Polite. The Virtues of 
Men are catching as well as their Vices, and your 
own Obférvations added to thefe, ‘will.foon difco- 
ver what it isthat commands Attention in one Man, 
and makes you tired. and difpleafed with the Dif- 
courfe of another. ; ™ 
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